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Saving the Castro Adobe  
One Brick at a Time

s �Castro Adobe showing earthquake damage.  
Photo by John Goldberg

 �Thousands of bricks were hand made by Friends 
volunteers. Photo by Jessica Kusz
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 �Barney Levy, Bill Fitzgerald 
and other volunteers unload 
mud out of the mixer into 
waiting wheelbarrows.

Saving the Castro Adobe, One Brick at a Time
By Jessica Kusz

he Castro Adobe was 
built in 1848–1849 by 

Juan Jose Castro, son of Jose 
Joaquin Castro (an original 
De Anza party member). It 
is the largest two-story adobe 
rancho building constructed 
in the Monterey Bay Re-
gion, containing the only 
“Fandango Room” outside 
of Monterey. Purchased by 
adobe conservationist, Edna 
Kimbro and her husband 
Joe in 1988, it was severely 
damaged in the 1989 earth-
quake and was purchased by 
the California State Parks in 
2002. The authentic early-
California building and its 
setting possess tremendous 
potential for interpretation 
of the rural lifestyle and 
culture of Mexican Califor-
nia. The production of the 
bricks was an essential step 
in stabilizing the building 
for future interpretation. 
Guided by Tim Aguilar, 
expert adobe brick maker, 
and Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks board and staff, 
and over 150 volunteers 
were able to make 2500 
bricks in July and August 
2007. It was truly remark-
able to see the dedication of 
volunteers and board mem-
bers who joined together to 
produce the adobe bricks 
on site. Although the brick 
making project was fairly 
streamlined by the time the 
volunteers arrived, it was a 

bumpy road to finding the 
right components for the 
project.

Who would think find-
ing the right dirt would 
be such a dilemma? It was. 
Jim Toney, FSCSP board 
member and Jessica Kusz, 
Staff Project Manager, 
spent much time search-
ing and testing to find the 
perfect dirt composition and 
compression. Ultimately, the 
best dirt for the project was 
from a local source, Central 
Home Supply. Central’s 
owner, Rick Santee, was 
extremely helpful and 
provided much assistance 
in procuring and delivering 
the right dirt for the project. 
After a front-page article 
was published in the Register 
Pajaronian that interviewed 
Castro descendant, Charlie 
Kieffer, the volunteer ap-
plications flooded into the 
Friends office. We were 
amazed at the number of 
interested community mem-
bers who wanted to work. 
Now, we had our volunteers 
and the site had to be read-
ied for the work to begin. 

The Friends staff and board 
provided their help with 
clean-up and set up for the 
first day. Joe Kimbro was 
kind enough to allow us 
to use his land for making 
and drying of the bricks 

and served as our unofficial 
brick guardian, making sure 
the bricks were safeguarded 
during curing. The staff and 
board cleared the site, sifted 
dirt, readied the molds and 
even made a few bricks to 
jump start the project. On 
July 27 the first 40 yards 
of dirt was dumped at the 
site and the first batch 
of volunteers arrived on 
Saturday, July 28, ready to 
work. After a brief orienta-
tion, the volunteers were off 
and making bricks. Board 
members helped keep things 
running smoothly. Barney 
Levy, jack of all trades (photo 
below), managed to sift 
dirt, run the mixer, dump 
mixed dirt into wheelbar-
rows, wheelbarrow dirt to 
the molds, and still keep a 
smile on his face. We had 
to order him to take breaks! 
Tim Aguilar bounced from 
each work station impart-
ing his expertise to each 

volunteer. Jim Brownson 
and Jim Toney utilized 
their management skills 
to keep everything run-
ning like clockwork while 
also sifting dirt and mak-
ing bricks. Board members 
Lani LeBlanc and Linda 
Hoff greeted volunteers, 
delivered a delicious lunch, 
and worked making bricks, 
too. Charlie Kieffer kept 
everyone entertained during 
lunch by giving a talk on the 
history of the Castro Adobe. 
If volunteers were unable to 
do heavy lifting then they 
were assigned to covering 
the bricks with large pieces 
of paper and watering the 
bricks. To prevent cracking, 
the bricks had to be watered 
approximately three times a 
day for seven days to keep 
them fairly damp during 
the slow drying process. 
Thankfully, a close neigh-
bor, Cathy Rose, was able 
to help us by watering in 

One brick at a time” certainly was the process for saving the Rancho San 
Andrés Castro Adobe as volunteers endured heavy lifting, wheelbarrowing, 
dirt sifting, and punching mud into wood molds to hand make the vital 
adobe bricks.  

the early morning and early 
evening. Our first volunteer 
day we made 250 bricks! It 
was an incredible start to a 
truly outstanding project.

In between the volunteer 
days, the California Con-
servation Corps (CCC), 
worked on the project 
and bricks and provided 
outstanding service to the 
Castro Adobe. Organized 
by Brenda Herrmann and 
supervised by crew chief, 
Sharon Hazel, the CCC 
crew was instrumental in 
the creation of over half the 
bricks needed for the proj-
ect. They learned the art of 
brick making and also got to 
know certain board mem-
bers who volunteered during 
the week. Lani was a big 
hit with the CCC and she 
had them convinced that 
she had worked as a drill 
sergeant in the past…we are 
still researching that one and 
have neither been able to 
confirm or deny. 

The following two Saturdays, 
August 4 and 11, were also 
volunteer days. The work 
moved along smoothly 
and we were able to make 
approximately 500 bricks 
total on both days. Once 
the bricks were stable, they 
were stood on their side to 
cure completely. The bricks 

were quite large, 14 x 28 
inches and weighing over 
75 lbs each! The CCC and 
Friends board members 
had the difficult job of 
standing the 2500 brick for 
drying. Although it was hard 
work, the visual of so many 
bricks standing, waiting to 
be utilized, made the team 
members proud. 

In total, the project took 
just over three weeks to 
make 2500 bricks with less 
than 14% breakage. With 
the help of Tim Aguilar, 
volunteers, business mem-
bers, Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks board and staff, 
the Castro Adobe will be 

saved! Edna Kimbro, the 
founding catalyst behind the 
preservation of the Castro 
Adobe passed away in 2005, 
and Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks is pleased to con-
tinue her mission. We are 
currently in the process of 
loading the bricks onto pal-
lets to be stored for later use. 
The California State Parks is 
charged with maintaining, 
restoring, and stabilizing 
the historic building. They 
will utilize the bricks in the 
stabilization of the historic 
adobe and the bricks sit on 
pallets awaiting their final 
destination! We hope that 
all of the hard work has paid 
off and that work on the 
building can begin as soon 
as possible.
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 �The CCC worked with 
State Parks staff to place 
bricks on pallets and 
shrink wrap them for 
transport. 

 �Kirk Lingenfelter, State 
Parks Pajaro Sector 
Superintendent, uses the 
forklift to transport the 
palletized bricks to the 
storage area.  

 �July 28th volunteer group.

 s Volunteers worked hard making adobe bricks using traditional methods guided by Tim Aguilar (in baseball hat).    s Bricks curing. Half of the bricks are standing while the others remain under paper & watered 	 to slow drying process.  All feature photos by Jessica Kusz, except where noted.  s The Castro Adobe prior to renovation. Photo by Cathy Rose



 

October
Natural Bridges State Beach 
Located at the end of West Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz. 
(831) 423-4609 

14 Welcome Back Monarchs Day  
10a– 4p

Join us for this joyful, monarch-filled day and 
welcome the monarchs back to this park, their 
over-wintering habitat. Participate in numerous 
activities including arts and crafts, active games 
for kids, music by the 5M’s (the Mostly Medio-
cre Musical Monarch Mariposas), hand-cranked 
“monarch” ice cream (pumpkin), information and 
action booths, as well as more about monarch but-
terflies and how-to’s for a butterfly garden. 

Tours of the Monarch Grove 
Begin October 20
Saturdays & Sundays 11a & 2p

Join a Docent Naturalist for a tour of a state desig-
nated insect preserve. Thousands of Monarch But-
terflies are returning this fall to one of the larger 
over wintering sites in the United States. Learn the 
story of this beautiful creature and its fascinating 
seasonal migration. Public  tours are offered on 
weekends and no reservations are necessary, or you 
may call 423-4609 to arrange a tour for a group 
of 10 or more. Meet at the Visitor Center for the 
hour-long program. The walk is wheelchair  
accessible.

SEACLIFF STATE BEACH
Located 5 miles south of Santa Cruz off Highway 1. 
(831) 685-6444

7Investigate Seacliff’s Ancient  
Fossil Beds  Noon

What is a fossil? Why are there fossils at Seacliff?  
How old are they? Come and get the answers to 
these questions and more during an informative 
guided tour of Seacliff ’s oldest residents. Meet 
on the deck of the Visitor Center to begin the 
adventure.

27 Explore Seacliff’s History  1p

Walk in the footsteps of Rafael Castro 
and Claus Spreckels and explore an important part 
of the history of Aptos. Learn the history of the 
famous concrete ship Palo Alto and how efforts 
by big business to create Seacliff Park, a paradise 
of land and sea, were dashed in the 1920s and 

1930s. Meet at the Visitor Center.

December
WILDER RANCH STATE PARK
Located two miles north of Santa Cruz on Hwy 1. 
(831) 426-0505

15Holiday Time on the Ranch 11a–3p

Celebrate the winter holidays as folks did 
in Californio, Victorian, and early 20th century 
Santa Cruz with crafts to do, games to play, cook-
ies to decorate, and more.

WILDER RANCH STATE PARK
Located two miles north of Santa Cruz on Hwy 1. 
(831) 426-0505

Living History Demonstrations
Some Saturdays & Sundays in October 
11a– 3p

History comes alive at Wilder Ranch State Park on 
many weekends. Experience first-hand the life of a 
c.1900 dairy rancher in Santa Cruz County. Call 
(831) 426-0505 for other days and activities.

The History of Wilder Ranch:  
A Tour of the Historic Ranch Buildings
All Saturdays & Sundays in October  1p

Discover what life was like a century or more ago 
on this innovative dairy ranch. The hour-long tour 
includes the 1897 Victorian home, 1896 water-
powered machine shop, and other historic build-
ings. Park store sells maps, books, water, power 
bars, and unique gifts.

13 History, Nature & Scenic Views: A Tour 
of the Grey Whale Ranch Area  9a

This challenging guided three-hour hike will 
explore the natural and cultural history of the 
upper hills of Wilder Ranch State Park. Meet at 
the Wilder Ranch Interpretive Center. Bring good 
walking shoes, lunch, snacks, and water. Hike is 
canceled if rain.

20&27Wilder Ranch Coast  
Nature Walks  11a 

On these two-hour natural history excursions you 
will explore the plants, animals, and geology of 
the spectacular coastal bluffs. Meet at the Wilder 
Ranch Interpretive Center. Bring a snack, water, 
binoculars, and good walking shoes. Binoculars are 
available to borrow. Walk is canceled if rain.  

21 Living History Demonstration  11a–3p

Learn about hand quilting with master 
quilter Carolyn Miller.  

27 Wilder Ranch State Park  
Heritage Harvest Festival 11a– 4p

Celebrate an old-fashioned autumn at Wilder 
Ranch State Park’s Heritage Harvest Festival. 
Choose and decorate a pumpkin from the pump-
kin patch, take a wagon ride, watch draft horse, 
antique tractor, and living history demonstrations, 
try your hand at some old-time harvest activities, 
listen to live bluegrass and western music, learn to 
square dance, play cow pie bingo, enjoy hand-
cranked pumpkin ice cream, harvest goodies, and 
more. Admission is free; parking is $6 per car. 

Santa Cruz Mission  
State Historic Park
Located off Mission Plaza on School Street overlook-
ing downtown Santa Cruz. (831) 425-5849

Guided Tour: Every Sunday  1p

Join us at the Santa Cruz Mission State Historic 
Park for a guided tour of the oldest building in 
Santa Cruz. Come learn about the many people 
who have called this 180-year-old mission adobe 
their home. Tours are conducted rain or shine. 
The Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is 
located on School St. off of Mission and Emmet 
Street in Santa Cruz. Please call (831) 425-5849 
for more information.

13 Building Methods at the Mission 1p–2p

Come and see how the oldest building in 
town was made. We will look at the materials used 
by the Ohlone to build their homes and then at 
the materials used by the Spanish to build Mission 
Santa Cruz. You will get the chance to get your 
hands dirty and make your own mini abode brick. 
The event is FREE. Rain cancels. 

20 Leather and Tallow  1p–2p

Come and see how Mission Santa Cruz 
participated in a world economy back in the early 
1800s. We will look at some of the major products 
of the mission, leather and tallow, and how they 
were used. You will see how a branding iron works 
and get to make your own candle. The event is 
FREE. Rain cancels. 

27 Wool, Spinning, and Weaving  1p–2p

How did an isolated settlement clothe the 
hundreds of people who lived there? Find out as 
well look at the cloth industry of Mission Santa 
Cruz. We will follow the path of wool from the 
sheep to the shirt and you will have the chance to 
your hand at a drop spindle and spin your own 
piece of wool. The event is FREE. Rain or Shine. 

Park Restoration Parties ~  
All Sundays from 3p to 5p

Your help is needed with Park 
Restoration! We meet every Sunday from 
3–5p. Projects vary with the weather. As 
a team it is enjoyable to weed, water, or 
plant, while knowing that your efforts 
are helping protect the park’s plants and 
wildlife.

Monarch Illustration © 2007 Zeke Smith  
www.zekesmithillustration.com

Natural Bridges State Park Seeks Docents  
to Lead Monarch Butterfly Tours

Join a community of volunteers who share information about the 
monarchs to thousands of visitors, families, and schoolchildren each year! 

Natural Bridges State Beach is looking for community members who would 
like to volunteer to lead Monarch Butterfly Tours. Docent training includes interesting classes 
and hikes with emphasis on the Monarch Butterfly Preserve, so you gain the knowledge 
and skills you’ll use to lead programs. After completing training, volunteer park naturalists 
greet visitors in the Visitor Center as well as out in the Butterfly Preserve and provide 
interpretation and guided walks throughout the fall and winter. Call the docent coordinator 
at (831) 423-4609 for an information packet and to sign up. We gather on Wednesday 
evenings and Saturdays.

Advocacy Day
	 It’s More than a Day!

By Pat Clark

Having been born in the 40s in  
Los Angeles, and living in the 
central part of the city, I thought 

that all there was to my family’s story was 
me and my immediate family, with my 
grandparents living up the street. My world 
view continued like that for 50 years until 
one day when my wife, Chela, and I went 
to the Sacramento Train Museum, a State 

Park. There I heard a docent relate the “Pullman Porter” story. That story got 
me to thinking about my Grandpa, who had told me his own stories about the 
railroads. I knew the hotel business he owned was near the Union Pacific train 
station in L.A. My Mom had said that Grandpa provided stop-over housing for 
the porters and Black entertainers while they visited LA. That docent’s reenact-
ment got me to thinking about my own history in a bigger context. 

But my journey was not over. Some six years later, Chela brought home an 
article from the San Francisco Chronicle that spoke about a “Black” State Park 
being threatened by the expansion of a mega dairy operation. The park was 
Colonel Allensworth State Park. I had heard about a Friends group in L.A. 
that was trying to open a Black Historic State Park. Most of you who know me 
know that I was too busy to think much more about it than “here’s another 
social justice issue,” thinking, “It’s a State Park—they should be able to take 
care of it themselves; what difference could I make?” Little did I know that the 
opportunity to help out would present itself at Park Advocacy Day 2007, and I 
would be able to make a difference. One of the parks we advocated for this year 
was Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park.

My interest was captured by Allensworth. Having never been to the park itself, 
I contacted their Friends organization and had the opportunity to speak to 
several of the founders of the park. I had a vision of walking through the gates 
of a park dedicated to accurately preserving my Black History in California; 
where my five grandchildren and I could walk the same ground as other Blacks 
in creating a “Tuskegee of the West” at Allensworth.

After passionately speaking at the press conference at Advocacy Day, I was 
determined to actually visit the park. On June-teen 2007 I walked through 
those gates and was welcomed to Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park. The 
whole experience was beyond my expectations. My visit opened my heart and 
eyes—more than for myself, but for my grandchildren, and every child who 
will experience a part of their living history. 
I asked visitors to the park, “Are these your 
children?” and the children would proudly 
say, “my Grandpa brought me!”

Mine is just one of the many stories about 
Advocacy Day, but I wanted to share it with 
you. Advocacy Day was more than just a 
day, it was the beginning of my search for 
my history. 

By the way, advocates successfully thwarted the 
dairy expansion, and Colonel Allensworth State 
Historic Park is safe from development! At least 
until the next time…

New Brighton State Beach has New Outdoor Interpretive Panels

A series of new wayside panels installed at the park’s campfire center compliment the park’s recent new Pacific 
Migrations Visitor Center opening. Written by local historian Sandy Lydon, the panels share some of the most 
interesting features of New Brighton State Beach. Visitors discover the story of “China Beach” and the 1880s 

Chinese Fishing Village built at the base of the cliffs. A second panel reviews the history of the CCC and their role in the 
early days of building the park. Another panel explains the presence of tens of thousands of offshore migratory birds, the 
Sooty Shearwaters. In addition, a new touch screen monitor spotlighting local park information has been added to the 
visitor center. 

The park is located off the Park Avenue exit off Highway 1. For more information, please contact Park Interpreter Jeff Barnes  
at (831) 464-5620.

My search is just 
beginning, and 
the parks provide 
a living history!

Give Back
Advocacy Day is one more 
opportunity for Friends 
Members to give back to the 
parks by making our voices 
heard. Keep your membership 
in Friends current, make a cash 
donation, and let your voice 
be heard in Sacramento. Next 
Year’s Advocacy Day will be 
here before you know it!

I t was fitting that we met with Charlie Kieffer at the Museum of Art and 
History in downtown Santa Cruz. This man truly is a walking history book.

It is with personal interest that Charlie learned about the early California days, 
dating back to 1775. It was then that his Great Great Great Great Grandfather, 
Jose Joaquin Castro, traveled overland with the De Anza party from Sinaloa, 
Mexico to San Francisco. The Castros were one 
of the two families given the largest California 
land grants from the Mexican government. 
In fact, the Castro family was given so many, 
that in those early days, one could ride a horse 
from Pajaro Valley all the way to the San Mateo 
County line exclusively on Castro land grants. 
The Castro name is the same that we now find 
in the towns Castroville and Castro Valley, as 
well as the Castro district in San Francisco. 

Charlie has made quite a study of his heritage 
and shares it with visitors to the Wilder Ranch, 
where he has been a docent for nearly 20 
years. Rancho Refugio, the original name for 
what is now Wilder, was granted to his Great 
Great Grandmother, Maria de los Angeles. It 
includes one of the four remaining Californio 
Period adobes that are still standing in Santa 
Cruz County.

The other adobe Charlie’s earlier relatives built was the Castro Adobe in 
Watsonville. It is the only two-story adobe ever built in Santa Cruz County. 
This past summer Charlie, his wife, many Castro family descendants, as well as 
nearly 150 community volunteers joined in on making the 2500 bricks required 
to restore this historical building. 

“The community effort at restoring the Castro Adobe was unbelievable,” 
Charlie remembers. “I want to thank Friends and everyone involved in this 
project. It truly feels like a special gift to the Castro family.”

Helping to maintain the Castro Adobe has been an ongoing focus for the 
Kieffer family. In the past, when events have been held there, the family would 
bring over potted plants to decorate and clean and sweep up the courtyard. 
Daughter Christy, formerly a Friends’ Board Member, would often be aware 
of the presence of her ancestors. “Dad, do you feel them?” she would ask. And 
Charlie would have to agree that he did. Christy feels so connected to the 
Castro Adobe that her lifetime goal is to acquire land close by and gather her 
extended family to live there.

Charlie, who says, “Retirement is fun,” was formerly the owner of Santa Cruz 
Mattress and Upholstery. He fits in golfing and photography among his do-
cent duties and other Friends activities. He and his wife are veteran travelers, 
recently returning home from a tour in Mongolia led by another local historian 
and good friend, Sandy Lydon.

On a special occasion at Wilder Ranch, if you’re lucky you’ll see Charlie, an 
expert on antique farming equipment, explaining the workings of the Pelton 
Water Wheel. Just ask a question regarding the settling of the Wild West, and 
you are sure to get a lively lesson!

Stewards   Storytellers

By Marianne Wyllie

Natural Bridges News
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 s  Fall Foliage photos, this page and next, by Joop Rubens
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 �Charlie Kieffer in the  
Wilder Ranch Machine Shop
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Pauline Seales
Bonita Sebastian
Pat See
Eleanor Shands
Suzanne & James Shaug
Lorna Shearer
Anne Sherwood
Harold Short
Ken Sievers
Vickie Simpson
Michael S. Sloss
Tina Solinas
Ronald Squires
Sherry Stack
George Stagi Jr.
Patricia Stewart
Sallie Stewart
Phyllis W. Stollenwerk
Leslie Stone
Laura Sullivan
Jill & Mark Susskind
Leslie Swaha
Sarah Takahashi
Harriet Talan
Ben Taylor
Pamela & Herb Taylor
Donna & Peter Thomas
John Thomas
Nancy L. Thomas
Carolyn Thompson
Ray & Wendy Toshitsune
Wally & Lois Trabing
United Way Silicon Valley
Joe & Virginia Vredenburgh
Candace Waage
Sandra L Wadhams
Elaine & Jerry Waggoner
Pushya Wahl
Marlene Waite
Peter & Christine Wang
Lenore Wax
Pat & Tom Whitaker
Chris White
Joyce & J.R. Wiggins
Lynn Wiley
Mary Williams
D. Wilson
Karin Wine
Noreen Winkler
Kristen & Jarret Winter
Andrea Woodworth & Barry Phillips
Cooper Young
Margaret & Jan Ysselstein
Henry & Lu Zachau
Lee & Elizabeth Zalaznik
Rosemary Zarate-Crevello  

& Albert Crevello
Lauren Zephro

$50 – $99
Adobe on the Green
Denise Allen
Dwight & Lindsey Anderson
Aptos Medical Arts
Alan Ashley
Ernest F. Atkinson Jr
Bruce C. Bangert
Susan Baron
Carole & Tom Beckett
Lili & Tom Beggs
Karin Behrens
David  J. Berkland
Patricia Blanchette & Jerry Dannemiller
Roberta Bristol
Lynne & John Caldwell
Central Avenue Bakery
Carol Cirar
Kate Clark
Peter & Sharleen Cole
Joe & Jean Collonge
Mark Conover
Chris & Pat Cross
Bill Cummings
Brad Davis
Michele Deering
Christine Delapp
Teresa & Gregory Dougherty
Driscolls Berries
Rena Dubin & Harlan Glatt
Debra Duchala
William & Joan Dunn
Pat & Ted Durkee
Emily’s Good Things to Eat
James Engelman
Regina Fish
Joseph & Layla Franks
Earl & Martha Gabrielli
Greg Gilbert & Ingrid Parker
Buzz & Susan Gorsky
Ruth Grant
Shelley Gravem
Jeremy Gray & Brian Roberts
Tonya Haro
Mike Harrison
Diane Hirsch
Larry & Charleen Holcomb
Richard S. Hyman
Susan Jacobs & Linda Charvet
Ellen & Mark Jackson
Ann & Dobie Jenkins
Glenn Johnson
Jacklyn & William Johnston
Dart & Peggy Keech
Wendy & Joel King
Barbara & Lewis Knapp
Emil Krejci
Diane & Brian Landy
Lesley Lathrop
Clyde Lawerence
Sally & Brian Legakis
Jan Leppe
Tamara & Waldon Lewis
Robert & Nancy Ley
Kirsten Liske
James & Joan Littlefield
Linda Locklin
Dennis Long
Dorothea M. Lyons
Joseph & Lee MacDonell
Annie & Rick MacHale
Manuel’s Mexcian Restaurant
Fran Maupin
Maxine & James McNamara
Lew “Kite King” Merrill
Craig & Dusty Miller
Lillian & William Minkowski
Allan P. Molho
Elvira Monroe
Robert & Beverly Montague
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Mike Morton & Nancy Lewis
Dania Moss

New Leaf Community Markets
Noahs Bagels
Mark Nockleby
Jo & Ron Olmstead
Pacific Cookie Company
Palace Art and Office Supply
Paradise Interior Design
Doris & Leo Pfiffner
Sandra Pfister
Ellen Pirie
Lynne & David Press
Cheryl & Joe Pruss
Jill & Dan Ramar
Diana  Redfern
Janice & Jack Rhea
Cathy L Richards
Veronica Romero
Michele Ruby
Santa Cruz Coffee Roasting Company
Susan & Dave Sargent
Randall Schragg & Jody Peugh
Shirley & Charlie Sedgwick
William Shakespeare
Sally Sherriff
Gary Silberstein
Kirk & Pat Smith
Christine Sorenson
Staff of Life
Kim Steinhardt
Paula & Thomas Suzuki
David Sweet & Elaine Kihara
Sandra Lee Taiz
Andre & Winifred Thomas
Don & Audrey Thompson
Bonnie & Lee Tinder
Trader Joes 
Mari Tustin
Dick & Marion Vittitow
Randy Widera & Julie Sidel
Don & Shar Wiley
Marinka Willig
Terry-Lynn Winston & Daniel Davis
Ray  Wolfe
Joy & Arthur Wood
Joan Zimmerman

$100 – $249
Phyllis & David Albritton
Isabel Alvarado & Eddy Dees
Colleen & Colin Anderson
Nancy & Douglas Asche
Jeff & Dolly Barnes
Patricia & William Barton
David Green Baskin
Mary Ann & John Basler
Jan Beautz
Best Western Seacliff Inn
Meagan & Frank Black
Connie Brady
Frank & Joan Brauch
Chris Brown
Heather Butler & Steve Miller
Paul & Judy Carmichael
Jennifer Carole
Fred & Kate Chen
Karen Christensen
Carol Clark
Pat Clark & Chela Lucas
Karen  A. Cogswell
Theresa Coyle
Toni Crossen
Ricardo de la Cruz & Kate Minott
Carol Cuminale
Nicki Danzer
John & Harriet Deck
Dharmas Natural Foods Restaurant
Daryl Dichek
Larry Dunn
Richard & Kathleen Duryea
Mary Edmund
James Engelman & Claire Witherspoon
Lorena Edington
Ronald Foster
Mary Margaret Franich
Gerri Gangitano
Cindy & Paul Geise
Maria Gitin-Torres & Samuel Torres
Melanie Grabe & Barry Hoglund

David & Cheryl Graubart
Betty & Leo Gray
Mary & Richard Griffith
Robin Griffith
Emil Gumper
Charles Hall
Marcella & Joe Hall
Mark Hamersly & Ruth Updegraff
Linda L. Hanson
Stephanie Harlan
Brian & Patricia Herman
Hoffman’s Bakery
Bruce & Breta Holgers
James Houston
Ben & Mary Ellen Irons
Joni L. Janecki
Jeanette & Paul Johnson
Jeanne & David Jorgensen
Jonathan & Janet Kahn
Vern Katz
Fred Keeley
P. Keeley
Jeannie & John Kegebein
Pat & Charlie Kieffer
Richard Kjellberg
Richard & Diane Klein
Suzanne Koebler
Gary Kohler
Milissa Koloski
Sarah & Mohamad Khayat
Jessie Lacy
Catherine Larrick
Mike & Karen Lasday
Edward J. Lesnowicz
Esther Levandoski
Barney & Pat Levy
Vicki Lienau
Josie Little
Karyn Logan
Annie Vielle Lydon
Peggy Lynch
Anne G. Lynn
Glenice Magee
John & Billie Mahaney
Cynthia  Mathews
Paula & Bill Maxfield
Diane & Stephen McIntrye
Isobel K McLaren
Michael Merrithew
Hila & Jacob Michaelsen
Mia Monroe
Andrew Moreland
Dan & Danny Nichols
Victoria Nichols
Don Nielsen
Irene & Donald Osterbrock
Peets Coffee & Tea
Diane & George Pettinger
Judy Phillips
Miriam Pike
Pamela Poetsch & James Pellegrin
Cynthia Pritchard-Hernandez
Alyce & Richard Prudden
Patricia & William Rackstraw
Mildred & Walter Radloff
Rowland & Patricia Rebele
Pamela C. Rhodes
Herbert Richards
Susan Riddle
Marcia Rider
Anne & James Rowley
Cynthia Rybicki
Cheryl Schmitt

Seacliff Plaza Store
John & Pat Sheehan
Philip & Irene Sidel
Tedd Siegel
Sandra A Silver
Dorothy Smith
Brion Sprinsock & Kristine Albrecht
Vicki Stanley
Judy Steen & Joe Michalak
Christa Stiner
Gabrielle Stocker
Bud & Betty Stump
Joyce & Ken Sweezey
Paul Thiltgen & Maureen Role
Mark Tracy
Grace Voss
Norma & Douglas Welty
Birgit Weskamp
Cynthia Lee Willard
Yvonne & Alan Williams
Linda Wilshusen & Rock Pfotenaur
Laurel Wilson
Richard Woodbury
Toni & Bob Zeiss

$250 – $499
William E. Ackerknecht
Leslie & Richard Andrews
Jack Bassett
Bayview Hotel Bed & Breakfast
John & Jenny Bost
Richard & Diane Christina
Mark & Terry Corwin
Diane Crawford
Peggy & Paul Danielson
Joanie & Joe Dellos-Taylor
Carol Dudley
Herb Finkelman & Edda Tusinal
Ed Gilbert
John & Susan Glina
International Facility Management 

Association Sili00con Valley Chapter
Robert Lockwood
Julia Makie
On the Story’s Edge
Lance & Tawni Pardue
Jan Pfiffner & Timmy Fasteen
Sandra Rice
Charlie Roskosz
Brewster & Deborah Smith
W.D. Swain
Starbucks
Kierstin & Peter Testorff
Karene M. Vernor
Gloria Hihn Welsh
Jon & Jill Winston
Christine Wiskemann
Carole Wunderlich & Steve Wilhelm
Chris Young
Janice Zappa
Janis Zinn

$500 – $999
Barry Swenson Builders
Candice Leigh Baumgardner
Marilyn Berg
D. Laird Blue
Stu Branoff
Bonnie & George Clark
Steven Clark
Margaret  C. Cole
Maxene Davies

Julie Edwards Levy
Jean Gifford
Tila Guerrero
Linda & Ted Hoff
Joan Kittoe
Linda Lee Lester
James Lewin
Kirk Lingenfelter
Linda L. Melton
Kimberly Ann Miles
Carol Murphy
Joan & Bob Murphy
Dan Neely
Odwalla Juice Company
Orion Telescopes & Binoculars
William & Erica Ow
Richard & Mary Patz
Lise Peterson & Don Peattie 
Charles Quinlan
Robert Quinn
Russell S. Rolfe, Sr.
Cynthia Saenz & Thomas Obrien
Debbie & Louis Salkind
Hardie & Scott Setzer
Dick Spencer & Shawn Gould
Laura Terrazas
Annie & Barrie Weeks
Suzanne Wengrin
Glenn & Nancy Westreich
Dolores Wiemers
Mike & Jeanne Williams
Marianne Wyllie

$1,000 – $1,999
Anonymous
Mary & Steven Bignell
Jim & Carol Brownson
Gordon & Carole Call
Val Cole & Freny Cooper
Diane & Don Cooley
Donald & Linda D’Angelo
George & Nancy Gallucci
Scott Mackie
Gretchen & Jim Mair
Julie Packard & Robert Stephens
Leland & Vivian Prussia
John Law Smith
Claire Sommargren
Barbara & Gene Stymiest
James Thoits
Jim & Carol Toney
Myrna C Wishart

$2,000 – $4,999
James & Diane Bordoni
Jeannie Logan
Nancy McNulty
Robert & Sylvia Nunes
Bill Phillips
Jean Helen Sanford
Bill & Brigid Simpkins
Robert & Carol Simpkins

$5,000 – $14,999
Andrew & Kathyryn Jones
Theodore Wallace

$15,000 – $24,999
Anonymous 
Phyllis F. Simpkins

…to all the members and donors over the past year who have funded education and 

restoration projects and sponsored interpretive events. There are 629 of you who 

together gave over $167,000. Together we have restored Monarch Butterfly Habitat 

at Natural Bridges, completed restoration of the Meder House at Wilder Ranch, 

built 2,500 adobe bricks along with numerous other projects. In addition, your 

support goes to fund our thriving docent programs that served 163,000 individuals, 

families and school children. Thanks so very much!  

Friends
Of

SantaCruz
s t a t e P a r k s

� �

s  “Naked Ladies” photo by Cathy Rose s Come dance at the Harvest Festival, Wilder Ranch State Park in October.

Yes, I support Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks.

$15 Student/Senior $250 Silver

$25 Supporting $500 Gold

$35 Family Other            

$50 Park Steward Project Donation

$100 Bronze
specify project

With your credit card you can contribute monthly to Friends.

$10       $25      $50   Other

 My check is enclosed, payable to Friends.

 Please charge my credit card.

 Visa   Mastercard   Discover 

Card No. Expires

Signature

Membership Information: Renewing  New Member

Name Address

City State                                  Zip

Phone Email

Your donations as members 
make Friends programs and 
projects possible. 



 

Thistles photo by Joop Rubens
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MISSION STATEMENT

Friends of Santa Cruz 

State Parks is dedicated 

to promoting the 

appreciation and 

stewardship of our 

local state parks’ 

natural and cultural 

heritage by facilitating 

and supporting 

educational programs 

and exhibits.

www.thatsmypark.org  

All Friends materials are 
printed on recycled paper.

4 �Members receive 
quarterly Park Views

4 �15% discount in: 
 �All Friends’ stores:  
New Brighton ~ Seacliff 
~ Wilder Ranch ~ Mission 
Adobe ~ Natural Bridges 

4 �And 15% discount 
with these generous 
businesses:

 �Kayak Connection  
for kayak rentals 
SC Harbor / Elkhorn Slough 
(831) 479-1121 / 724-5692  
kayakconnection.com

 �Bookshop at Henry 
Cowell  (831) 335-3174   
mountainparks.org

 �Spokesman Bicycles   
(831) 429-6062 
spokesmanbicycles.com

 �York Gallery & Framing  
to frame Friends’ artwork  
(831) 462-0313    
yorkgallery.com

FRIENDS Member Benefits Application page 7

Shopping at Friends’ Holiday 
Sale supports natural and 
cultural educational programs 
in our local parks.
Friends Annual 
Holiday Sale ~ 
Seacliff State Beach 
Park Store
Friday, December 7 

1–7pm

Saturday, December 8 
10am–4pm

Sunday, December 9 
10am–4pm

Featuring  
merchandise  
from all five  
park store  
locations!

In time for Holiday gift giving: 
That’s My Park mugs and 
tote bags. Plus more puppets, 
puzzles and playthings than 
ever! Also local calendars!

Shopping at Friends’ Holiday 
Sale supports natural and 
cultural educational programs 
in our local parks.

In time for Holiday gift giving: 
That’s My Park mugs and 
tote bags. Plus more puppets, 
puzzles and playthings than 
ever! Also local calendars!

Friends Annual 
Holiday Sale ~ 
Seacliff State Beach 
Park Store
Friday, December 7 

1–7pm

Saturday, December 8 
10am–4pm

Sunday, December 9 
10am–4pm

Featuring  
merchandise  
from all five  
park store  
locations!


