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All vehicles plus tax, license and documentation fees. Offer expires 3/17/14. 
*Must Finance through Chrysler Capital

www.martyfranich.com

THANKS 
TO ALL OUR 

CUSTOMERS WHO 
RATED US #1

2013 Chrysler 300 Base Sedan

2013 Dodge Dart Sedan
VIN #741513

MSRP $34,835
Advantage Price $33,035

2013 Dodge Dart SE Sedan

VIN #208875

MSRP $21,280
Advantage Price $20,530

VIN #309510

MSRP $21,280
Advantage Price $20,530

2013 Ram 1500 Regular Cab

VIN #524903

MSRP $27,085
Advantage Price $24,810

 ARP
For 72 Months

$13.88 Per $1000 Borrowed 
on approved credit
Discount $1,800

 ARP
For 60 Months

$16.88 Per $1000 Borrowed 
on approved credit

Discount $750

 ARP
For 60 Months

$16.88 Per $1000 Borrowed 
on approved credit

Discount $750

 ARP
For 60 Months

$16.88 Per $1000 Borrowed 
on approved credit
Discount $2,275

2013 Ram 2500 Laramie Longhorn Edition

VIN #608306

MSRP $63,520
Advantage Price $56,520

 ARP
For 72 Months

$13.88 Per $1000 Borrowed 
on approved credit
Discount $7,000

DO YOU HAVE OR NEED A
Medicare Supplement?

Turning 65 Soon?
Losing Group Insurance?

NEED INDIVIDUAL
OR FAMILY COVERAGE?
Don’t Pay More Than You Need To!

ASK ABOUT NEW HEALTH
AND DRUG PLANS WITH

LOWER PREMIUMS
Service Is At No Cost To You!

Know ALL your options.
We are your Local Agency Representing and

Licensed by California’s major insurance carriers.

By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

  S E A C L I F F  S T AT E 
BEACH — After a 45-minute 
talk by an expert about mon-
arch butterflies Thursday, a 
class of second-grade students 
was brimming with questions.
  “How old do they get?” asked 
one student. “How do you tell the 
difference between a boy and a 
girl?” another wondered.
  California State Park in-
terpretive specialist Vonnie 
Lemke answered their ques-
tions using photos and pictures 
of the orange and black insects 
and other props. 
  When the talk was over, 
neither Lemke nor the students 
had far to go: she was standing 
in a studio at Seacliff State 
Beach, and the students were 
sitting in their classroom at 
Pioneer Elementary School, 
175 miles away in Hanford.
  The virtual class via video 
feed came thanks to Parks 
Online Resources for Teachers 
(PORTS), a statewide program 
that brings interpretive talks to 
students who, for whatever rea-
son, cannot go on a field trip to 
one of California’s state parks. 
  “It gives them a chance 
to interact personally with a 
state park ranger,” said PORTS 
Program Coordinator Heather 
Holm. “We’re reaching students 
who don’t even know that state 
parks exist.” 
  With seven locations across 
the state and roving trucks 
also equipped to broadcast 
talks, programs might cover 
topics such as elephant seals, 
mammals, adaptations, ancient 
civilizations and geology.
  Last year, the program 
served 8,334 students state-
wide, 60 percent of whom come 
from low-income schools. 

  Teacher Gail Kurtz, the 
teacher on the other end of the 
camera in Hanford, said her 
class has also done video ses-
sions with experts at Plymouth 
Rock as they studied Thanks-
giving, and others on mammals. 
  She said the butterfly talk 
was a perfect lead-in as her 
class prepares for a more in-
depth study of the insects.
  “I thought it was fabulous,” 
she said. “There aren’t as many 
opportunities for scientific field 
trips here in the Central Valley.”  
  Kurtz added that, while she 
prefers real-life field trips, the 
video sessions mesh well with 
a tech-savvy generation accus-
tomed to communicating via 
electronic devices.
  “It’s nice that we have more 
options and modalities to learn,” 

she said. “It’s a wonderful way to 
engage student learning, rather 
than just from a book.”
  On March 6, PORTS was 
one of six programs to receive 
the California Association of 
Museums Superintendent’s 
Award for Excellence in Mu-
seum Education.
  The sessions — which are 
free — can be customized for 
grades kindergarten through 
12th grade. They also include 
study materials to prepare 
students for the video session.
  Organizers are currently 
aligning the programs with new 
Common Core State Standards.
  Other PORTS programs 
are found at state parks and 
beaches throughout Califor-
nia, including Anza Borrego, 
Crystal Cove, Hearst Castle and 

North Coast Redwoods. 
  The program is supported 
almost entirely by local nonprofit 
organizations, and by companies 
that donate the cameras, comput-
ers and other equipment needed 
to broadcast the classes. Locally, 
Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks 
contributed $17,000 last year. 
  Lemke, who also occasion-
ally goes to a local park to give 
a live talk, is one of two inter-
pretive specialists who do as 
many as four sessions per day. 
  “This is really a fun job,” she 
said. “They wouldn’t get this ex-
perience otherwise, and I really 
feel I have something to share.
  “I really feel like I’m doing 
my part,” she added.  

•••
  For information, visit 
www.ports.parks.ca.gov.

Program brings nature to the classroom

Todd Guild/Register-Pajaronian

California State Parks Interpretive Specialist Vonnie Lemke discusses monarch butterflies with 
a second-grade classroom in Hanford, 175 miles away.

By TARMO HANNULA
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

  WATSONVILLE — The Pa-
jaro Valley Water Management 
Agency and Pajaro Valley Asso-
ciation of Realtors with the City 
of Watsonville are presenting a 
Water Resource Fair on Thursday 
from 5-8 p.m. at the Heritage Hall, 
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds. 
  Local vendors and experts in 
hydrology will bring educational 
ideas on conservation, drought 
tolerant landscapes, catchment 
systems, a demonstration of 
lawn replacement and more.
  The evening of food and edu-

cation will include a rain dance 
by the White Hawk Dancers.
  There will be drawings do-
nated by the vendors. Proceeds 
of the drawings will benefit the 
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds 
water conservation needs.
  The event marks the third 
such event that the PV Asso-
ciation of Realtors has collabo-
rated with PVWMA.
  For information and to get 
a vendor display table applica-
tion, contact PVWMA at taay@
pvwater.org, mendiola@pvwa-
ter.org, or call 722-9292.
  The fairgrounds are at 2601 
East Lake Ave. in Watsonville.
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Grand opening for Pajaro Park 
slated for Sunday
Jasmine Arias, 4, (center) and other kids enjoy playing on the 
new play structures at Pajaro Neighborhood Park in February. 
A grand opening for the park, located on 24 San Juan Road in 
Pajaro, will take place Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. The event 
will feature activities such as soccer, basketball, arts and crafts, 
performers, a resource fair and free food. Free to the public, 
the event is put on by Pajaro/Sunny Mesa Community Services 
District, Together in Pajaro and the Watsonville Family YMCA.

Water Resource Fair to 
target conservation

At Dominican Hospital:

CONCEPCION–NEST
Feb. 28, 10:50 p.m., to Kenna 
Beth Nest and Casimiro Con-
cepcion-Aceves, Ben Lomond, 
a 7-pound 8-ounce boy, River.

SLAVICH
March 1, 9:11 a.m., to Angela 
Maria and Anthony George Slav-
ich, Boulder Creek, a 3-pound 
4-ounce boy, Cooper Anthony.

At Sutter Maternity:

HERNANDEZ
March 10, 9 p.m., to Justine 
Noel Wittwer and Andre Stefan 
Hernandez of Watsonville, a 
6-pound 8-ounce girl, Hayden 
Cataleya.
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