
Castro Adobe tours wraps up 
Organizers hope to fully open in 2016 

 
The earliest know photo of the Castro Adobe from the 1880s. 
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WATSONVILLE After eight years of restoration work by scores of volunteers and 
workers, Castro Adobe in Watsonville is receiving visitors coming to get a glimpse 
of one of the county's oldest structures, and a vision of a California where grizzly 
bears roamed and the frontier stretched to the horizon.  
   After a series of open houses that occurred throughout the summer the last one 
of the season is today organizers hope to permanently open it next year.  
   Friends of California State Parks, the Santa Cruz organization taking the lead on 
the restoration , still needs to build a wheelchair accessible lift and staircase, and 
to reinforce the upstairs dance hall floor.  
   For now, however, visitors can walk through the restored garden and stroll in the 
living quarters.  
   They can also come in the indoor kitchen, which is thought to be one of five of 
its kind left in the state.  
   The Castro Adobe, meanwhile , is thought to be the only two-story house of its 
kind in Santa Cruz County. 
   The Castro Adobe was built in 1849 by Juan Jos'� Castro, whose father came 
with the Anza expedition. It is tucked down a tiny, winding road in rural 
Watsonville, a place where visitors once spent long nights dancing in the only 
fandango hall for hundreds of miles.  



   It was a home that sat on a 13,000-acre rancho, and was part of a network of 
haciendas throughout the state that served as rest stops for travelers .  
   But it sat unused for decades , baked by the sun and beset by the harsh winter 
rains, and most significantly the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake .  
   After the temblor, owner Edna Kimbro tried for years to restore the building 
before selling it to the state in 2002. It's now a National Historic Site and a 
California State Landmark. Restoration efforts began in earnest in 2007, which 
through the years have included such primitive tasks as making adobe bricks by 
hand and significantly more technical earthquake retrofitting.  
   Several visitors on Friday toured the kitchen, where they made their own 
tortillas on the restored coal-fired stove.  
   "People are interested," said California State park interpreter Ruth Landmann. 
"They are fascinated by what they can learn."  
   While today's tour closes the summer season, organizers still plan three Saturday 
open houses in October, November and December, said project manager Jessica 
Kusz, who works for Friends of California State Parks. "When I started, this building 
had a tarp over the roof," Kusz said of the nearly completed structure. "For this to 
be open to the public has been a real treat for Santa Cruz County." ••• Castro 
Adobe is located at 184 Old Adobe Road, off of Larkin Valley Road, in northern 
Watsonville The final tour is today from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.  
   For information, visit www. ThatsMyPark.org/projects/ castro-adobe .  
   A video tour of the house is at http:// tinyurl.com/po93yd6. 
 


